Tension gastrothorax-colothorax secondary to traumatic diaphragmatic hernia.
Traumatic diaphragmatic hernia secondary to diaphragmatic injury is a recognized complication following trauma. It is frequently unrecognized in acute trauma, and delayed presentations with complications are not uncommon.We report the case of a 12-year-old boy presenting in respiratory distress 1 year after blunt abdominal trauma. A chest radiograph demonstrated dilated bowel loops in the left hemithorax mimicking tension pneumothorax. At emergency laparotomy, dilated sigmoid colon was found in the left hemithorax. The hernia was reduced, and a noncongenital diaphragmatic defect was repaired.Although well described in patients with congenital diaphragmatic hernia, tension gastrothorax-colothorax has not been well characterized in traumatic diaphragmatic hernia. We present the second reported pediatric case and discuss the diagnostic workup, operative approach, and postoperative course of this unusual condition.